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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

In  England,  JQgOOO  nov;  cases  daring  the  year* 

May  I  preface  my  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  these 
loathsome  diseases  by  stating  that  during  the  year  I  had  to 
doal  in  the  Penistone  Rural  District  with  only  two  cases.  That 
have  been  my  good  fortino,  it  is  indubitably  a  fact,  ''^^at 
I  hare  to  write  therefor  is  for  general  rather  than  for' local 
censumption,  yet  §iUSe„Jhej^arch,  The  Press  and  the  B.B.C.  have 
^tiken  up  the  matrep/&na  W^noFfible  -  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  remain  silent.  I  regret  that 
po  far  the  Church  has  net  found  it  expedient  to  designate  the 
^rnocrats  as  "This  generation  of  Vipers"  I  regret  even  more 
that  the  press  in  its  soothing  syrup  advertisements,  has  not  yet 
seen  fit  to  deal  fully  and  emphatically  -vvith  the  appalling  after¬ 
effects  of  the  diseases  in  question.  At  the  moment  emphasis  is 
laid  on  the  fact  that  the  diseases  can  be  cured,  and  that  if  only 
r.ne  culprits  will  present  themselves  for  treatment  they  will  be 
cured.  They  are  also  assured  that  everything  will  be  done  con¬ 
fidentially  -  this  in  capital  letters,  so  that  no  one  need^know 
that  they  have  become  soiled  goods.  no-6ne  will  dispute  that  it 
is  imperative  that  they  should  be  cured.  But  in  my  view,  if 
greater  emphasis  was  laid  upon  the  later  ‘consequential  evils  of 
Lmbridled  licentiousness,  both  to  themselves  and  to  theii^Aii^ai?n 
offspring,  many  v^^ho  now  yield  to  lust,  would  hesitate  and  turn 
from  it,  for  the  unclean  thing  it  is. 

Formerly  the  human  body  was  regarded  as  the  Temple  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Nov7  it  would  seum  that  is  has  become  the  temple  of 
Baal. 


I  am, 

Gfentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Thos  H  Easton,  N.D. 

Huthwaite  House, 

Thurgoland, 

14. 6.  if3. 
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against  Diphtheria  and  many  sraall  children  of  fron  a  year  do 
eighteen  months  of  age  were  similarly  protected.  But  the  number 
dealt  v/ith  by  me  falls  considerably  short  of  the  total,  since 
the  various  Medical  Practio,ionors  inoculate  their  own  cases 
P  ivately.  But  there  can  be  few  children  over  one  year  of  age 
who  have  not  been  subjected  to  this  beneficient  procedure.  It 
;Li_  g:)od  to  be  able  to  state  that  there  is  now  but  little 
opoosition  to  inoculation.  Opposition  to  vaccination  too,  seems 
to  be  on  the  decline,  -  . 

GEiIBR/.L  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  &c. 

Various  tables  are  subjoined  hereto,  dealing  with 
ohe  above  matters.  The  routine  survey  of  the  District  proeeeded 
as  usual,  and  all  complaints  as  to  alleged  nuisances^vere  duly 
investigated, 

WAR  CONDITIONS  GENERALLY 

POOD  &Go  During  the  year,  I  did  not  come  into  contact  with  even 
one  case  of  malnutrition  due  to  food  rationing.  There  can  be  no 
manner  of  doubt  that  the  rations  available  are  adequate  both  for  the 
renewal  of  spent  tissues,  and  for  the  supply  of  that  vital  energy 
which  is  essential  if  the  human  machine  is  to  continue  to  function, 
'i-here  may  be  a  certain  monotony  in  the  diet,  but  fortified  as  it 
is  in  so  many  instances  by  the  provision  of  milk,  fruit  juice 
and  cod  liver  oil  for  childfon,  by  the  supply  of  extra  milk  and  eggs 
for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers, and  by  the  establishment 
of  s o  many  canteens,  there  is  really  very  little  reason  for 
complaint,  I  have  never  known  the  children  of  the  District  to 
present  the  rosy  and  healthy  appearance  they  now  present. 

Similarly  the  young  men  and  women  show  up  to  advantage.  They 
are  well  nourished,  well  set  up,  springy  in  their  gait,  and 
obviously  bouncing  with  energy  and  vitality.  It  is  the  people 
of  over  sixty  who  have  lost  weight  and  tend  to  flag.  Never  the 
less  even  with  them,  the  abstraction  of  fatty  tissues  from  their 
bodies  has  resulted  in  the  strengthening  of  t^beir  muscles, 

GAS  MASKS  I  would  again  urge  the  necessity  for  all  and  sundry 
to  regularly  wear  their  gas-masks.  I  see  very  few  of  them  about, 
and  I  am  full  of  fears  that  should  an  emergency  arise,  it  will 
prove  a' case  over  again,  mutatie  mutandis,  of  the  Foolish 
Virgins.  I  suppose  that  the  explanation  lies  in  the  fact  that 
having  enjoyed  imun  ~ity  for  so  long,  the  people  have  come  to 
regard  immunity  as  a  permanency.  But  the  danger  of  Gas  Bombs 
dropped  from  a  great  height,  exploding  in  our  midst,  is  not  yet 
over.  Indeed  as  Hitler  becomes  more  desperate  as  his  doom 
ai)proaches,  it  may  well  be  that  in  his  madness  he  w  ill  descend 
to  any  depths  of  iniquity,  not  to  stave  off  defeat,  but  to  destroy 
as  many  of  the"hated  British"  as  .hse , 

FATIGUE  AND  ABSENTEEISM 

Very  little  of  what  has  been  called  ‘"Voluntary  Absent¬ 
eeism"  came  within  the  ambit  of  my  observation  during  the  year* 

But  there  were  many  cases  of  absenteeism  due  to  minor  ailments 
which  in  ordinary  times  would  not  have  required  rest.  But  v/hat 
man  or  woman  can  work  long  laborious  shifts,  if  his  or  her 
sleeping  hours  are  disrupted  by  incessant  cough,  for  instanco, 
under  such^ circumstances  fatigue  is  inevitable,  with  resulting 
fall  of  output.  I  would  hero  write  a  word  on  behalf  of  the 
women  working.  In  my  view,  they  are  being  put  on  to  far  too 
heavy  jobs.  Anatomically  and  physiologically  speaking,  no 
women  hov/ever  robust,  is  adapted  to  sustain  indefinately  the 
burden  of  heavy  manual  labour,  particularly  when  associated 
with  heavy  lifting.  This  fact  will  have  to  be  recognised  if^  the 
future  is  not  to  bo  sacrificed  altogether  to  the  present,  Meai 
while  is  it  any  matter  for  wonder  that  women  manifest  signs  of 
fatigue  and  physical  strain  earlier  than  do  men. 
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welfare  of  their  offspring  j  but  then  the  numbers  of  the  latter- 
are  small.  There  is  too,  a  tendency  wherethe  children  arc 
numerous  to  board  them  out  upon  their  neighbours a  deplorable 
"  bate  of  affairs.  I  k  now  of  many  mothBlS/SJ^ey^caHoeS^BnHlren 
wno,  having  secured  comfortable  quarters  in  this  hospitable 
■!  or ’.shire  of  ours,  for  their  neglected  offsprings,  have  talien 
•  >n  Lull'time  jobs'  at  much  profit  to  themselves.  Will  they 
r(\joi.ce,  I  wonder,  when  later  on,  their  own  flesh  a  nd  blood  look 
upon  them  as  strangers. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

153  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Disease  wore 
-  to  me  during  the  year.  In  I94I ,  there  w  ere  37*  Details 

V __i  be  found  in  the  enclosed  table,  where  it w  ill  be  found  that 
>:o  fe^ev  than  89  were  of  measles,  practically  a  11  of  which 
occurbd  during  the  late  Autumn.  The  cases  were  distributed 
fairly  evenly  throughout  all  the  District,  and  although  they 
were  numerous,  they  were  but  adumbrations  of  a  greater  epidemic 
soon  to  sweep  over  the  ares. 

Of  the ’30  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported,  22  were  treated 
in  hospital,  in  the  instances  of  t  he  remaining  8  which  were 
dealt  with  at  home,  every  precaution  was  taken  to  rope  off  as 
it  were,  the  f ecus  of  infection.  But  domiciliary  management  is 
never  t  o  be  recommended, 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  case  notified  as' 
suffering  grom  Diphtheria,  on  detailed  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  proved  t  0  be  non-Diphtheria.  Thus  the  record  of  t  he 
District  still  remains  unsullied. 

The  six  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  occui^d  during  the  fall  of 
the  year,  and  as  with  the  cases  of  measles,  they  were  a  fore¬ 
shadowing  of  worse  things  yet  to  occur.  It  is  tragic  that  in 
both  diseases,  the  greater  number  of  cases  tend  to  occur  in  the 
last  Quarter  of  the  year'^^^fte  days  are  growing  shorter  and  the 
sxipplies  of  vital  energy  accumulated  in  t  he  hirnian  body  during 
the  antecedent  summer  are  begifting  to  run  low.  Then  is  it  that 
convalescence  is  retarded  and  recovery  delayed.  On  the  o  ther 
harid,  in  the  epidemics  which  break  out  in  the  late  Spring  of 
any  year  the  outlook  is  always  mudh  brighter.  Nevertheless,  so 
far  as  regards  the  epidemics,  althou^  many  of  the  cases  were 
severe,  I  have  no  record  of  the  occurence  of  any  fatalities. 

This  is  a  matter  for  much  congratulation. 

That  six  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
were  reported,  is  not  very  satisfactory.  Yet,  since  there  has 
been  a  general  rise  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  throughout 
tne  country,  the  fact  that  there  has  been  no  rise  in  the  Penistone 
Rural  District  is  encouraging.  All  the  same,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  all  persons  showing  signs  of  general  ill  health,  and  lack 
of  strength  should  be  X-rayed.  Then  might  evidence  of  the 
disease,  clinically  undiscoverable ,  be  found, and  the  process 
of  cure  expedited.  Nevertheless,  in  my  view  no  person  suffering 
from,  or  tainted  with  this  foul  disease  should  marry.  That  is 
surely  to  pass  on  the  infection,  or  the  tendency  to  infection  to 
yet  another  generation,  ^hy  can’t  the  B.B.C.,  the  Press  and  the 
Church,  bodies  which  at  the  moment  are  ’‘fulminating"  against 
Venereal  Diseases  -  in  very  minor  and  dulcet  kei'^s.  certainly 
take  up  cMdge3son  behalf  of  the  innocent  sufferer  from  Tubercul¬ 
osis.  He  or  she  at  an;^  rate  ought  to  be  protected,  and  so 
nourished  that  life  may  be  a  pleasent  thing,  and  not  a  tragedy 
He  or  she  at  any  rate  has  not  been  guilty  of  mal-practice.  Never 
the  less,  for  Tuberculo  persons  to  produce  children,  and  such 
persons  are  usually  very  prolific,  cannot  be  regarded  as  other 
tkan  a  menace  to  the  state. 


SCHOOLS 

Periodic  inspections  of  the  schools  in  the  area  wore  made 
No  school  had  to  be  closed  on  Public  Health  gr®unds.  The  health 
of  the  schools  was  found  to  bo  very  good,  and  none  showed  any 
evidence  of  malnutrition.  The  bulk  of  them  were  inoculated 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEHISTOKE, 

Annual  Report 
cf  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

For  the  year  ending  '^Ist  Decemher,  19^2, 

Tv.  the  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  t  he 
Penistone  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen , 

I  heg  to  submit* my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  19^2, 

This  is  the  fourth  consecutive  occasion  on  which,  in 
a  ccordance  v/ith  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I 
present  to  you  a  Report,  condensed,  and  as  it-  were  truncated. 

It  contains  of  course,  all  essential  statistics. 

YITAL  STATISTICS  .  Figures  are  based  upon  our  estimated 
population  of  6977* 

BIRTHS^The  number  of  births  regmstered  during  the  year 
was  100  males,  if-6, females , 543^^ is  gives  a  birth  rate  of  l^.^  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  and  compares  not  unfavourably  with 
that  for  all  England,  viz  l^.S. 

The  lowness  of  the  general  birth-rate  is  of  ill  omen 
for  the  future.  It  is  true  that  at  the  moment  there  is  a  tem¬ 
porary  improvement.  That  however,  is  but  the  result  of  the' 
multitude  of  war  marriages,  a  phenomenon  common  to  all  wars, 
nevertheless,  the  trend  is  down,  and  the  off  spring  of  all 
marriages  is  becoming  progressively  ever  less  a  nd  less.  There 
is  no  aversion  from  marriage,  but  there  i s  an  evident  aversion 
from  parenthood.  If  f-iis  tendency  continues,  the  next  generation 
v;ill  fall  at  least  20*^  in  numbers.  To-day,  in  this  country, ' there 
are  just  under  ten  million  women  capable  of  bearing  children, 
compared  with  (bnly  two  and  a  quarter  million  80  years  ago.  Yet 
in  the  ten  years  1995  "  ^2,  these  ton  millioyproduced  ^'^0,000 
fewer  babies  than  the  two  and  a  q.uarter  million  produced' during 
a  corresponding  period.  What  is  to  be  the  end  of  it  .alii  '  What 
is  to  happen  to-. this  glorious  England  of  ours.  Is  it  to  be  that 
’MENE”  of  old  ‘^.God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom  and  finished  it'*t 
Is  the f  ate  of  our  beloved  country  to  be  the  fate  of  ancient  Rome, 
Carthage  and  Assyria.  Is  the  population  of  Britain  to  be  reduced 
w^ithin  three  generations  to  a  matter  of  a  mere  ten  millions# 
taree  q.uarters  of  whom,  ancient  and  decrepit,  will  be  dependent 
upon  the  remaining  quarter  for  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  Is 
this  blcdsed  land  of  ours  to  become  the  touring  grounds  of  tourists 
even  of  hhe  vile  Boche,  who,  one  and  all,  will  gloat  over  our 
decadent  people  and  derelict  factories,  over  our  burnt  out  man-' 
hood.  The  destiny  of  our  race  rests  with  the  young  adul'ts  of  to¬ 
day.  If  they  awake  to  their  responsibilities  all  will  yet  be  well. 

If  however  they  prefer  self  indulgence  to  self  sacrifice,  a 
baby  Austin  in  the  garage  rather  than  a  baby  in  the  cradle,  then, 
v/ill  the  doom  of  England  be  sealed,  it  is  in  their  hands  that 
the  future  lies.  Will  they  be  renegades  or  stalwarts? 

DEATHS  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered 
in  the  District  during  the  year,  corrected  for  inv/ard  and  out¬ 
ward  transfers,  amounted  to  62, males  ,  21f, equal 

to  a  death  rate  of  9»7  thousand  of  the  population,  appreciably 
below  that  for  all  England,  11.6.  If  it  be  remembered  that  of 
the  total  of '62,  no  fewer  than  16  occur^d  in  persons  over  ^0 
years  of  age,  the  death-  rate  must  b^  considered  extra- ordinarily 
low.  There  were  tv/o  still  births,  and  four  children  diod  under 
one  year  of  age,  a  mortality  rate  of  40* appreciably  below ^  , 

that  for  a  11  England  where  the  fi^re  was  ^  I  sacisfied 

present  day  parents  show  an  ever  increasing  solicituflp  for  the 
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